Volume 20, Edition 8 September 2016 


—— S43 oy of the 


4 al 
am eteur Radia 


FRANKLY SPEAKING 


Wow! It's been a while. This month were going 
to see a presentation on LP Pan and NAP3. This 
is a software defined radio and software to see 
the band spectrum display in a graphic format. 

It's pretty neat stuff. 


Last month we went out to Pt Reyes again and 

had our annual lighthouse activation. There was 

a good bit more interest this year because of the 

national parks on the air chasers seeking us out. 

We also placed the antenna on a higher point N6P 201 6 
with a clearer shot to the east. It all worked 

great. 


We'll have to firm up a date on our annual picnic 
this year. 


Until then, keep your amps tuned and aerials 
resonant. 


—Frank KG6N : 
LEY THE noo 


~AMATLY 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, September 21, 2016, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC 


—Photos submitted by Dave KD6FIL Topic: LP Pan and NAP3 


Minutes of August 17 Meeting 
MEMBERS PRESENT 


K6UUW, KG6QNT, WD6BOR, N6TVN, KF6FZM, 
KB1BIX, W1EJ, N6KM, N7PIB, K6KLL, WB6TMH, 
KME6DLY 


OLD BUSINESS 


The light house activation, N6P, will be on Aug 
27, 28. Frank, Ken, ED, Carl, Dave will 
participate. All meet at Palms Grill at 7:30am for 
breakfast. N7PIB will loan his hex beam. 


NEW BUSINESS 


Club picnic discussion. It may be at Ken’s place 
in Oct. or possibly in Depot park. There is a $100 
fee for the park. Date and place to be decided at 
the next meeting, The annual Xmas party is on 
Dec 14. 


Pacificon is on Oct 14 thru 16. 


VOMARC will host a VE session on Sept 24 at the 
Sonoma PD EOC room. 


Ken suggested that an annual calendar be made 
for the monthly meeting topics. 


A suggestion was made to pass out a 
questionnaire for input from the members for 
meeting topics. 


It was noted little activity on the vhf/uhf bands. 


A field trip the the KPH transmitter site was 
suggested. 


More discussion on meeting topics or 
presentations that will interest all members. 


—Submitted by Jim, KL UUW 


New Hamvention Venue: "You 
Will Be Very Impressed," 
Chairman Assures 


Dayton Hamvention® is moving on after 52 years 
at Hara Arena, and 2017 preparations at the 
show's new venue in Xenia, Ohio, now are in full 


swing, two Hamvention officials explained this 
week on the Amateur Radio Roundtable webcast 
hosted by Tom Medlin, W5KUB. Hamvention 
announced on August 1 that it would relocate to 
the Greene County Fairgounds, after Hara Arena 
made it known that it would close at month's 
end. Hamvention 2017 General Chair Ron 
Cramer, KD8EN4J, and official spokesperson 
Mike Kalter, W8Cl, fielded questions from 
Medlin and callers during the hour-long August 9 
show. Cramer said some members of the 
Amateur Radio community entertain 
preconceived notions about the new venue that 
are "far off base," and he and Kalter wanted to 
set the record straight. 


(from ARRL Newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Growth in New Amateur Radio 
Licensees Ahead of Last Year's 


The ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator 
(VEC) reports that 

20,447 new US 

Amateur Radio 

licenses have 

been issued since 

January 1. That's /¢ 

nearly 1500 ahead ¢ 

of the number that 

had been issued 

by this time last 

year. At the 

present pace, the 

US is on track to 

exceed 30,000 new radio amateurs for the third 
straight year by the end of the year. 


"While | am thrilled with this prospect, I'm also 
keenly aware that without some mentoring, 
these new hams' initial curiosity and 
enchantment may fade if they don't get on the 
air right away," said ARRL VEC Manager Maria 
Somma, AB1FM. 


"Let's show these new hams what the magic is 
all about," she urged. 


In addition, the ARRL VEC reports that 
upgrades are on track to reach nearly 11,000 by 
year's end. 


(from ARRL newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Amateur Radio Plays Critical 
Role in Mountain Rescue 


Glenn Fowler, N5TDu, of Allen, Texas, reported 
via Facebook that Amateur Radio served him 
well on August 4. 


"We were 
ona 


Ham radio reached help in this rugged 
terrain for a participant in a Jeep trip who 
had suffered an apparent heart attack. 
[Photo courtesy of Glenn Fowler, N5TDJ] 


treacherous Jeep trip up at about 13,000 feet 
with several other Jeeps in Colorado," he said in 
his post. "One person there from Texas had a 
heart attack. There was no cell phone service. | 
tried a few repeaters and the National Simplex 
Frequency and was amazed that no one was 
monitoring any of them. | kept trying and finally 
reached an ARES station on a Breckenridge 
linked repeater that took our GPS coordinates 
and dispatched an ambulance to meet us at the 
first place they could intercept the trail." 


Fowler reports the individual who suffered the 
heart attack was hospitalized, "and, thankfully, 
he received lifesaving help from paramedics a 
lot sooner, due to ham radio." 


An ARRL member, Fowler also belongs to the 
Plano Amateur Radio Club (K5PRk). 


(from ARRL newsletter) 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Frank Wiebusch KG6N — President 

Scott Wellington KJ6QIQ —Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 


Jim Hill, KG UUW — Elmer Coordinator, Training Officer, 
President Emeritus 


Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after benefits 
of membership in VOMARC.”—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1° St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 


Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2016 ACS 2016 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY KEN N6KN JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST GILL KJ6EIG AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2016, 7:30PM, CITY OF SONOMA EOC, SONOMA 
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 1°’ ST WEST, SONOMA CA 95476 


SEE YOU THERE. 
VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2016 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 


City: State: ZIP: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


